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The article discusses the concept of the essence of national security. The terms «national» 

and «security» are analyzed as components of the conceptual category of «national security». 
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In the period of globalization, a large number of threats have arisen. They affect negatively not 

only the financial stability of individual enterprises, but also the entire state. The elimination of real and 
potential threats that threaten the socio-economic stability of States and individual spheres of activity is 
the need for economic security. That is why the topic of this article is more relevant than ever. 

Let us first turn to terminology, because only by understanding the meaning of terms such as 
«security» and «security threat» can we understand the meaning of the category «economic security». It 
is generally accepted to understand security as the state of protection of vital interests of the individual, 
society and the state from internal and external threats. Under the threat of security, we will understand 
the set of circumstances and conditions that can pose a risk to the vital interests of the individual, socie-
ty and the country. The threat to the economic security of the country is the risk of causing damage to 
the national economy in general and its various branches in particular, as well as the financial and credit 
concept of the state. In relation to the concept of «economic security» it is difficult to find a consensus of 
opinions. Some authors define it as internal and external conditions that contribute to the dynamic 
growth of the national economy, the ability to meet the needs of the individual, society, state, ensuring 
competitiveness in the markets, guaranteeing protection from threats and losses [3; 4; 7]. Other authors 
are of the opinion that economic security depends on the state of the economy and institutions of power 
that contribute to the protection of national interests, social orientation in politics and the availability of 
defense capabilities [1; 2].  

We are of the opinion that economic security is the main component of the national security of the 
state, which has an impact on the national security system, namely the military, political, information, 
technological and environmental. New external threats and dangers that can disrupt the production and 
economic potential associated with the market mechanism and competition appeared in Russia in the 
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XXI century. Perhaps this fact is due to the fact that the crisis processes have worsened, having a nega-
tive impact on the social level and quality of life of Russians. The emergence of problems related to 
economic security, contributes to the economic depression, as well as threats arising from critical de-
pendence on foreign services and goods, the increase in nuclear confrontation, radiation, environmental 
and technological disaster, the weakening of the country's defense and military power.  

If the state will identify the economic danger in time, then in this case only preventive actions 
against the threats will be necessary. Otherwise, it is necessary to eliminate emerging threats as soon 
as possible and in advance, so that their consequences do not aggravate the situation of the country 
and lead to huge socio-economic jumps. Economic security is directly linked to national security, threats 
to which can be expressed in the following ways: harming the internal and external security of the coun-
try, the constitutional right and freedom of citizens, as well as the territorial integrity and sovereignty of 
the country [1]. To achieve the national level of economic security requires the protection of the interests 
of citizens, society and the state, ensuring stability in the development of the country. It is also neces-
sary to increase the functioning of the sector of the national economy, to develop transport infrastruc-
ture, to raise the standard of living of the population, to prevent various disasters, namely man-made, 
industrial and environmental. The threat to the economic security of the country is manifested in the 
possibility of causing harm not only to individual industries, but also to the national economy as a whole, 
which contributes to a great risk of collapse of socio-economic stability. Threats to economic security 
can be classified into objective and subjective. Threats of an objective nature are United under the influ-
ence of conditions that do not depend on human intervention (changes in the natural sphere, environ-
mental accidents that do not involve social activities), while subjective threats are caused by human ac-
tivity (errors and imperfections of human activity) [6].  

Within the framework of this article, we are interested in threats that violate the economic security 
of the state, which are inherent in both internal and external nature. Factors affecting the country's soci-
ety, such as interethnic conflicts, crime, various crises and the deterioration of the quality and standard 
of living cannot but contribute to the emergence of internal threats. The following factors contribute to 
the increase of internal threats:  

- property stratification of society;  
- degradation of a number of social institutions;  
- restriction of access of low-income citizens of the country to secondary and higher education;  
- population decline (the growth of the demographic burden on the working capacity of the popu-

lation and the labor potential of the country as a whole has decreased);  
- increase in level of corruption in the economy in the mind of a weak system of supervision by 

government agencies;  
- low income of the population that contributes to criminal acts;  
- a high level of «dollarization» of the Russian economy and uncertainty in the national ruble and 

the balance of sectors in the economy, which leads to the instability of the financial and monetary circu-
lation and credit-banking system;  

- high inflation;  
- an increase in the risk of catastrophes and man-made accidents.  
External threats include:  
- loss of highly qualified specialists in Russia, as our country is a major supplier of specialists 

abroad;  
- illegal transfer of capital abroad;  
- the development of negative processes in the economic sphere of a number of regions (approx., 

Kaliningrad region and the far East region), imposed and strengthened by the expansion of NATO and 
the EEC and their approach to the borders of Russia leads to the spread of economic and political influ-
ence from foreign countries;  
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- increasing dependence on consumer goods and food imports (according to statistics, more than 
40 % of the food market in Russia and about 80 % of the drug market is imported);  

- the purchase of Russian by Western enterprises [5].  
This fact contributes to the fact that Russian products are being displaced from the domestic and 

foreign markets of Russia. The dependence of our country on imported products of strategic im-
portance, components in mechanical engineering is increasing. Today we can talk about such real 
threats to economic security as the low level of competitiveness of goods and services; loss of sales 
market; risk of aggravation of financial crisis; export of capital abroad; very low standard of living of the 
Russian population. In order to prevent the impact of threats on the economic security of the country, 
economic policy measures should be developed and tested not only at the Federal level, but also at the 
regional level.  

We propose the following measures aimed at stopping internal and external threats or minimizing 
them: the most important element in ensuring the economic security of the country is monitoring. It is 
necessary not only to carry out systematic monitoring of the factors determining threats to the economic 
security of the country, but also to predict these factors. It is necessary to carefully approach the devel-
opment of parameters and criteria, quantitative and qualitative thresholds of the state of the economy, 
beyond which can have a negative impact on the economic security of Russia. In order to ensure the 
economic security of our country, it is necessary to implement the following activities, namely, to carry 
out the examination of decisions on financial and economic issues, to activate a set of mechanisms to 
prevent or overcome the emergence of threats. 
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НАЦИОНАЛЬНАЯ БЕЗОПАСНОСТЬ И ФАКТОРЫ, ВЛИЯЮЩИЕ НА НЕЕ 
 

В статье рассматривается понятие сущности национальной безопасности. Термины 
«национальная» и «безопасность» анализируются как составляющие концептуальной категории 
«национальная безопасность». 
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